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Separate paging is given to this Part in order that it may be filed as a separate compilation.

The

MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
+ (Legislative Department)
- New Delhi, the 21st June, 2005/ Fyaistha 31, 1927 (Saka)~

" The following Act of Parliameni .received t'hc-‘ass'_é-nt of the President on
the 15th June, 2005, and is hereby published for general information:— 3

THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT, 2005
 No.220r 2005

 [15thJune,2005 ]

“An Actto provide for setting out the practical regime of right to information
for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public
- authorities, in order to promote transparency and accountability in the
working of every public authority, the constitution ofa Central Information
Commission and State Information Commissions and for matters
connected therewith or incidental thereto. '

: " WHEREAS the Constitution of India has established democratic Republic;

- AND WHEREAS democracy requires an informed citizenry and transparency of
information which are vital to its functioning and also to contain corruption and to hold
Governments and their instrumentalities accountable to the governed; ’

~ AND WHEREAS revelation of information in actual practice is likely to conflict with other
public ingerests including efficient operations of the Governments, optimum use of limited
-+ fiscal resources and the preservation of confidentiality of sensitive information;
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e AN WHEREAS it e necassary to harmanise thase sonflicting interests whitn » seorving
the paramountey of the democratic icheal; :
Now, THEREFORE, it is expedient to provide for fumnishing certain information to sitizens
who desire to have it. s
Beit enacted by Parliament in the Fifty-s ixth Year of the erpubli; of India as followsr

CHAPTER 1
PRELFAINARY
Short title, L. (7) This Act may be called the Right to Infonna_tio_n Act, 2005. -
mmmt ' {(2) Itextends to the whole of India except the State of Jammu and Kashmir.

(3) The provisions of sub-section (/) of section 4, sub-sections (/) and (2) of
section §, sections 12, 13,15,16,24,27 and 28 shall come into force at once, and the remaining
provisions of this Act shall come inte, farca on the one hundred and twentieth day of its
enactment, :

Definitions, 2. In this Act, unlass the context otherwise requires,—

" (a) “appropriate Government” means in relation to a public authority which is
established, constituted, owned, controlled or ‘sub_stantiauy financed by funds
provided directly or indirectly— ; ; :

(?) by the Central Government or the Union territory administration, the
Central Government; . '
- (#) by the State Government, the State Government: ; :
() "Central Information Commission” means the Central Information Commission
constituted under sub-section (7) of section 12;
(c) "Centrali'ggﬁc Information Officer” means the Central Public Information

Ofﬁcer designated under sub-section (/) and includes a Central Assistant Public
Information Officer designated as such under sub-section (2) of section 5:

(d) "Chief Information Commissioner” and “Information Commissioner” mean -
. the ChiefInformation Commissioner and Information Commissioner appointed under
+ .sub-section (3) of section 12; :
A% (@) "competent authority” means— : :

' (?) the Speaker in the case of the House of the People or the Legislative
= - Assembly of a State or g Union territory having such Assemtly and the
W Chainna_n inthe case of the Council of States or Legislative Council of a State;

(7)) the Chief Justice of India in the case of the Supreme Court;
B 7w (#1) the Chief Justice of the High Court in the case of a High Court;
(#v) the President or the Governor, as the case may be, in the case of other
authorities established or constituted by or under the Constitution;
(v) the administrator appointed under article 239 of the Constitution;/‘
() “information” means any material in any form, including records, do_cume}its,
memos, e-mails, opinions, advices, press releases, circulars, orders, logbooks, contracts,
reports, papers, samples; models, data material held in any electronic form and

information relating to any private body which can be accessed by a public authority
under any other law for the time being in force; i i

: (8) “prescribed” means' prescribed by rules made under this Act by the
hppropriatq_Govemment or the competent authority, as the case may be;

(%) "public authority" means any authority or body or institution of self-
government established or constituted—

(a) by or under the Constitution;
(&) by any other law made by Parliament;

Il
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(¢) by any ather law made by State Legislature;
(d) by notification issued or order made by the appropnate Govcrnment,
and includes any— : :
(/) body owned, controllcd or substantrally financed;
(i) non-Govemmem organisation substanually financed,
dnrectly or indirectly by funds provided by the appropnate Govémment
(1) “record” includes—
(a) any document, manuscript and file;
(5) any microfilm, microfiche and facsumle copy of adocument;.
(¢) any reproduction of image or lmagcs embodxed in such microfilm
(whether enlarged or not); énd- : % .
(d) any other material produced by 2 computer or any other device; -
- N0 nght to information” means the right to information accessible under this -
Act which is held by or under the control of any public authonty and includes the
nght to— ‘ :
.(#) inspection of work, documents, records
* (if) taking notes, extracts or  certified c.opres of" documents or records
(iif) taking certified samples of material;
() obtammg information in the form of drskettzs, ﬂoppm, tapes, video

 cassettes or in any other electronic mode or through printouts where such -
information is stored in a computer or in any other device;

" (k) *State ‘Information Commission" means the-State Informatron Commrssion
constituted under sub-section (7) of section 15; A

(/) "State Chief Information Commissioner" and "State- Information Commrssroner" ;
meanthe State Ct,ueflnfbmrzr.:g\)gommrssionemnd the State Information Commissroner
appointed under sub-secti of section 15;

: (m) "State Public Information Officer" means the State Public Information Officer
designated under sub-section (/) and includes a State Assrstant Public Informatron
Officer designated as such under sub-section (2) of section 5; id

. (n) “third party” means a person other than the citizen makmg a request for
informauon and includes a public authority.

: CHAPTERII
RIGHT TO INFORMATION AND OBLIGATIONS OF PUBLIC AUTHORITIES

3. Subjéot to the provisions of this Act, all citizens shall have the right to information. Right to
: S information.

4. (I) Every pubhc authority shall— - & Oblig_at_ionr
(@) maintain all its records duly: catalogued and mdexed in amanner and the form :ﬁ&i‘iﬁ“;
which facilitates the right to information under this Act and ensure_that all records
- that are appropriate to be computerised are, within a reasonable time and subject to
availability of resources, computerised and connected through a network all over the

country on different systems so that access to such records is facilitated;
: () publish within one hundred and twenty days from_ the ‘enactment of this
- Act— . ] .
(i) the panlculars of its organisation, functions and dutles,
{if) the powers and duties of its officers and employees; '

- (iii) the procedurc followed in the decision making process, including
channels of supervision and accountability;

(iv) the norms set by it for the discharge of its ﬁmctmns;



_THE GAZETTE OF INDIA EXTRAORDINARY - [Parrll—

£

(v) the rules, 'regulaﬁi:i'lns. instructions, manuals and records, held by itor '

" under its control or used by its employees for discharging its functions; _

(vd) a statement of the categories of documents that are held by it or under
its control; = , : et
- (vii) the particulars of any arrangement that exists for consultation with, or
representation by, the members of the public in relation to the formulation of its
policy or implementation thereof: i :

g (Vi) a statement of the boards, councils, committees and other bodies:
consisting of .two or more persons constituted as'its part or for the purpose of
its advice; and as to whether - meetings of those voards, councils, committees
and other bodies are open to the public, or.the minutes of such meetings are .
accessible for public: 7 : '

" (ix) adirectory of its officers aﬁd,employegs;
T thi: ‘monthly remuneration received by each of its officers and
~* émployees; including the system of compensation as provided in it regulations;
(xi) the budget allocated to each of its agency, indicating the particulars
of all plans, proposed expenditures and reports on disbursement;‘ made;
 (xid) the ‘iﬁé’ﬁn@:} of execution of subsidy programmes, iricluding the
amounts allocated and the details 6f beneficiaries of sich programmes;
) pients of coh'cesjsioﬁ's? permits or authorisations.

~ ied by it . iy
— c#v) details in respect of the infon_naiion, availabl‘e.iq or held by it,
. reduced in an electronic form; LAl e
wme () the particulars of faciligies available to citizens for obtaihing iht‘onnatidn,
: including the working hours of a library or reading room, ifmaintained for public -
use; o < e

e Franeon (xvi) the names, designations and other particulars of the Public Iht‘ormat_ioxi
Sl zne s Ofﬁcers; Sy S 3 ] s

. (xvii) such other information as may be prescribed;
7 and théreafier update these publications every year;

(c) publish all relevant facts whilé‘foﬁnﬁiétl;ng iiﬁponaht'poliqieé dr’énnouncing

the decisions-which affect public; . . - ‘ ) '
(d) provide reasons for'itsadminisn'ative or 'qﬁasf-judicial décisic}ns to affected
ok persons. . ... LR > c t

il - (3)41Fdr'th'e pui]josgs of sub-section-(f), every ihfoxmation shall be disﬁcminated
- widely and:in such form and manner Wwhich is easily accessible to the public.

e () All matefials shall be disséminated t ing into Gonsideration the cost effectiveness,
4 !i)‘cgl language and the most eﬁ‘ectiyemethod of communication in that:local area and the
information should be easily accessible, to the extent possible in electronic format with the

'avk;ﬂable ﬁ-ee,:%o; at such cost of the ﬁ;edfium or the print coét pnce as may be prescribed.

“ - Explanation—For the purposes Of sub-sections (3) and (4); “disseminated” means
making known or communicated the information to_ the .pub]ii:rdu-ox_zg’h notice boards,

newspapers, public announcements, media ,br_oa‘(_icast;, ine internet or any other means,

including -inspection of offices of any public authority, "

»
’ . -
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5. (1) Every public authority shall, within one hundred days of the enactment of this
Act, designate as many officers as the Central Public Information Officers or State Public
* Information Officers, as the case may be, in all administrative units or offices under it as may
be necessary to provide information to persons requesting for the information under this
Act. A iy ek
(2) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-section (J), every public authority shall
designate an officer, within one' hundred days of the enactment of this Act, at each sub--
divisional level or other sub-district level as a Central Assistant Public Information Officer or
a State Assistant Public Information Officer, as the case may be, to receive the applications
for information or appeals under this Act for forwarding the sariie forthwith to the Central

Public Information Officer or the State Public Information Cfficer or senior officer specified .

-under sub-section (/) of section 19.or the Central Information Commission or the State-

- Information Commission, as the case may be:  ~ . ey :

, Provided that where an application for information or appeal is given to a Central

- Assistant Public Information Officer or a State Assistant Public Information Officer, as the

case may be, a period of five days shall be added in computing the period for response

specified under sub-section (7) of section7. -~ & LT

- +(3) Every Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the
case may be, shall deal with requests from persons seeking information and render reasonable

*assistance to the persons seeking such information. : 5L e o

(4) The Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the

- case may be, may seek the assistance of any other officer as he or she considers it necessary -

 for the proper discharge of his or her duties. i T 8 :
- e Any 6ﬁic§i-,.\;gh65e,a§sis__ta_nég has béqh.squght ﬁndér'sub—sectiqn‘ (4), shall render
all assistance to the Central Publi¢ Information Officer or State Public InformationOfficer, as

Designatio

- Public

Informatic
Officers.

the case may be, seeking his or her assistance aiid for the purposes of any contravention of °

“the provisions of this Act,. such other officer shall be treated as a Central Public Information
Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be. =R

6. (DA peréon; who desires o obtain any information under this Act, shall make a

request in Wwriting or through electronic means in English or Hindi or in the official language

* of the area in-which the application is being made, accompanying such fee as.may be
- prescribed, to— - gy Coegmat e g - Al S

" " (a)the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as.
the gase may be, of the, concerned public authority; -~ = s . e

- | () the Ceniral Adsistant Piblic Information Officer or State Adsistant Public
Infotmation Officer, as the case maybe, - * = . --% .. | R

- specifying the particulars of the information sought by him or her:

Request for
obtaining
information.

Provided that ;-whér__é such .xé;juesf 'f:anjiot: be made in Writing;: the 'Cehii‘ql. Public

- Informatior Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, shall rendef all
. reasonable assistance to the person making the request orally to reduce thé same in wntmg

(2):An applicant making request for information shall not be required to give any

reason for requesting the.information or any other personal details except those that may be

necessary for contacting him. ..~ B N S e T
~(3) Where an application is made to a public authority requesting for an infpnnatioﬁ—-.
- (i) which is held by another public authority; o, - . R
: (i) the subject matter of whick is more closely connectéd with the functions of
- another public authority, - . .. SIS T e | e R e

" the public auﬂloiiity; to which suchapplication‘is m“aide_, shiall tl':éﬂSf&l_’ the application or such
part of it as may be appropriate to that other publicaitthority and - infort the applicant
immediately about such transfer: : ' - i






